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How lighting can eliminate Babylonian language confusion 
in a connected building 
 
Connected lighting will change the way we interact with a lighting system while at the same 

time it will change the way lighting systems interact with us. The systems will become smarter, 

offer new features, enrich the user experience and will enable leaner ways to integrate them 

into smart buildings of the future. To enable a scenario like this, different approaches can be 

considered and are being followed worldwide. However, not all will be future-proof enough to 

survive.  

Since lighting is everywhere, powered and connected we foresee that it will become a central 

part of the IT connectivity in future buildings, and offer more than pure lighting functionality. 

Given the fact that with a growing IoT more and more systems will connect, it is nowadays 

common sense that IP will be the protocol of choice, but this is not enough. 

To address a reasonable market and enable use cases the different building technologies 

need to be interoperable. To put this into practice, the multiple verticals – for example lighting, 

HVAC, security and environmental control – must be able to exchange information with the 

right semantics. In other words: the “things” of the IoT space don’t only have to connect, they 

need to understand each other correctly, too. 

To achieve this challenging goal, open standards will play a major role to ensure 

interoperability on all layers of Internet-based communication up to the definition of a 

“language” (object model) which defines the semantics of information. As a first step the 

industry players come together in alliances and carry out joint development projects to make in 

the first step all components of a lighting system from different vendors interoperable. In a 

second step all verticals of a building will be included to realize the vision of a smart building.  

In this presentation we will explain a concept of an interoperable system and give an outlook 

on what the future might look like. 

 
 


